SB 704 COVID-19 RECOVERY ACT
This bill contained all of the policy changes prompted by this crisis. Please note that many of these provisions are temporary and valid only through the anticipated duration of this crisis; the effective date in each section will say how long the measure may last. They’re listed in numerical order by bill section, not in order of importance to cities.
· 1.5: allows the Buncombe County Tourism Development Authority to use occupancy tax dollars for small business grants
· [bookmark: _GoBack]4.7: delays motor vehicle property tax payments for a period of five months, a move that would likely mean more than $200 million in deferred property tax payments to cities
· 4.17: allows the release of certain personal communicable disease information by health officials to law enforcement officials
· 4.19: allows the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality to place emergency restrictions on the collection, handling, and transport of solid waste
· 4.20: provides a waiver process to enable landfills to accept yard waste
· 4.23: removes certain eligibility barriers for local government and law enforcement retirees who return to work during this crisis
· 4.27: removes the requirement for a local government’s proposed budget to be available for public inspection in the clerk’s office
· 4.28: changes the daily deposit requirement to allow weekly deposits
· 4.29: requires one-time COVID-19 financial health reports made by local governments to the Local Government Commission by February 15, 2021
· 4.30: reinstates authority for special obligation bonds, a borrowing tool for large capital projects such as water, solid waste, and beach renourishment
· 4.31: clarifies the authority for local boards to conduct remote meetings
· 4.33: delays the effective date of the new Chapter 160D, which reorganizes the state’s land use and planning statutes, by eight months to August 1, 2021
· 4.34: allows incorporation of updated floodplain maps into local ordinances
· 4.35: extends to March 1, 2021, a requirement for all local governments who have not already submitted a report that details which of their ordinances have criminal penalties
· 4.36: delays a requirement for rideshare drivers to display identification sign by two months, to Sept. 1, 2020
· 4.40: extends the expiration date of certain development approvals by five months, if the approval was valid between March 10-April 28, 2020
· 4.42: allows councils of government to administer a local government’s FEMA dollars

