OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
SEP 2 92022

To the Members of the California State Assembly:

| am signing Assembly Bill 1801, which establishes Genocide Remembrance Day
as a state holiday to be observed on April 24, and permits public schools and
community colleges to close in observance of this holiday. This bill also permits
state employees to utilize eight hours of vacation, annual leave, or
compensating time off in lieu of receiving eight hours of personal holiday credit
to observe Genocide Remembrance Day.

Genocide commemoration is more than a history lesson. It is a powerful ool to
engage people across generations in the sanctity of human rights, the enormity
of crimes, and how to prevent future atrocities. Establishing a state holiday that
commemorates genocides — both past and present — provides space for groups
to heal and sends a powerful signal about our California values. Importantly,
California continues to lead by example, with a strong record of providing
refuge to countless groups suffering through the atfrocity of genocide.

I am immensely proud of the richness of diversity and backgrounds represented
in our state and understand the importance of wanting to see one’s own
experience reflected in state holidays. While | am signing this bill and two other
bills that also mark two significant days, before increasing the number of state
holidays beyond the more than a dozen already recognized, | encourage the
Legislature to identify criteria to help evaluate and inform future establishment
of additional state holidays.
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