
February 22, 2024 
 
Hon. Kathy Hochul  
Governor of New York State  
New York State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224  
 
Hon. Andrea Stewart-Cousins  
Majority Leader, New York State Senate  
188 State Street LOB - Room 907  
Albany, NY 12247  
 
Hon. Carl Heastie  
Speaker, New York State Assembly 
New York State Capitol Room 349  
Albany, NY 12247  
 

Re: Public Defenders and Indigent Legal Services Attorney Across New York Call on 
Governor and Legislature to expand loan assistance in FY25 budget via 
S4511C(Ramos) A1568FD (Simon) 

 
Dear Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, and Speaker Heastie:  
 
We, the over 600 undersigned public defenders and indigent legal services attorneys call on the 
Legislature to include in the FY 25 budget the $4 million dollars needed to fund the modest 
expansion of the Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) District Attorney and 
Indigent Legal Services Attorney Loan Forgiveness (DALF)  program. In doing so, we urge 
you to adopt the legislative framework for the expansion found in S4511C (Ramos) A1568D 
(Simon). 
 
It is a well known fact that public defender offices and legal services offices have been suffering 
from high rates of attrition in recent years. Low salaries and high law school debt burdens mean 
that too often, it is impossible for attorneys to remain in these vital roles that serve fellow New 
Yorkers. When attorneys turn to private sector jobs after being trained and gaining the skills to 
excel in these vital jobs, New Yorkers in need of their services are left behind as offices deal with 
larger caseloads and fewer experienced attorneys able to handle more complex cases. This crisis 
was again brought to a head by the October 2023 end of the federal pause on student loan 
repayments; restarting a grueling monthly loan payment regime that only has hope of relief after 
10 full years of service to the public when we become eligible for federal loan cancellation. 
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But you, our elected leaders, can take action now to relieve this enormous financial burden. 
The modest expansion of the HESC/DALF program in S4511C/A1568D, if passed in the FY25 
budget, can have an immediate effect for all eligible attorneys who started up loan repayment this 
past fall.  By passing this crucial bill, one which crosses the aisle with the vociferous support of 
institutional defender offices, civil defender offices and District Attorney offices; New York can 
lead the country in modeling debt relief for those of us working to serve the public.  
 
Since the inclusion of public defenders and civil services attorneys in the DALF Program in 2009, 
law school tuition has grown dramatically. According to the American Bar Association, lawyers 
graduate with an average debt of $130,0001. Yet, the award has remained capped at $3,400 per 
year with only six years of eligibility equal to a possible $20,400 of total award. Moreover, public 
interest attorneys and district attorneys lag behind both licensed registered nurses who graduate 
with an average debt of $55,0002 and are eligible for up to $40,000 in HESC award and social 
workers, who graduate with an average debt of $76,0003 and are eligible to receive up to $26,000 
in the HESC award.  
 
S.4511C  / A.1568D will right size the award program by both expanding the total eligible award 
up to $64,000 and the period of eligibility, allowing attorneys to now apply in our second year of 
work up until our tenth year when we will presumably be eligible for federal loan cancellation.  
 
HESC DALF money is one of the few sources of student debt relief open to those of us with private 
student loans. Attorneys of color and first-generation borrowers are more likely to hold private 
student debt that cannot be discharged via Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) or other federal 
programs. For attorneys who grew up in the very communities they serve, making careers in public 
service sustainable is an important policy that should be honored. We strongly encourage you, our 
elected representatives, to make the $4 million necessary to fund this expansion a  budget priority.  
 
Student loan cancellation and assistance remains a hugely popular and crucial policy plank both 
locally and nationally. By endorsing this loan assistance bill you will remove the barriers to 
building wealth and a secure future here in our state for those of us working in the public interest.  
Indeed, the Senate passed this bill, championed by Senator Ramos, with overwhelming bipartisan 
support last year with a vote of 57-1 and on February 6th, 2024 once again unanimously voted the 
bill out of committee to the floor of the Senate.  
 
By passing S.5411C/A. 1568D in the FY25 budget, New York can lead the way on easing the 
burden of loan payments for those of us working to serve our fellow New Yorkers and ensure that 
attorneys providing these critical and legally mandated services feel compelled and financially 

 
1 https://www.abajournal.com/news/article/new-findings-published-on-law-school-debt 
2  https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/student-loan-forgiveness-for-nurses/  
3 https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=MAStKYsElMs%3D&portalid=0 
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able to remain in their roles as passage will ensure that some measure of debt relief will now be 
on the horizon.  
 
We, your constituents, working to serve fellow New Yorkers as public defenders and indigent 
legal services attorneys urge you to include this modest funding and crucial legislative 
framework in the FY25 final budget. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Abhi Hu The Bronx Defenders 

Abhinav Dantuluri Brooklyn Defender Services 

Abigail Sloan The Legal Aid Society 

Abigail Whipple Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Adam Bryant The Bronx Defenders 

Agnieszka Deenihan Queens 

Alaina Dartt Legal Aid Society 

Aleena Pasha BDS 

Alejandra Collado Center for Family Representation 

Alejandra Diaz Figueroa The Legal Aid Society 

Aleksandra Ciric Legal Aid Society 

Alex Brown Queens Defenders 

Alex VanRooyen Neighborhood Defender Service 

Alexander Hu New York Legal Assistance Group 

Alexander Katz Brooklyn Neighborhood Office - Civil Practice 

Alexandra Goodley-Espinosa TakeRoot Justice 

Alexandra Haris Brooklyn Defender Services 
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Alexandra Katz The Bronx Defenders 

Alexis Epstein Legal Aid Society NYC Bronx office 

Alice L Fontier NDS Harlem 

Alice Thompson Bronx Defenders 

Alicia Mason The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn Neighborhood Office 

Alisha Bacchus The Legal Aid Society 

Alison Kaplan Bronx Civil - Benefits Unit 

Allie Cabibbo The Legal Aid Society Queens Civil 

Allison Cabibbo LAS CIVIL QUEENS 

Allison Wilkinson The Legal Aid Society 

Alodie Efamba Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Alyssa Couture Bronx Civil 

Alyssa Couture Bronx 

Amal Alzendani NYLAG 

Amanda Donnelly Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Amanda Jack The Legal Aid Society 

Amanda Lipari The Legal Aid Society 

Amelia Spencer Brooklyn Defender Services 

amy armstrong neighborhood defender service of harlem 

Ana Maria Cardenas NYLAG 

Anais Salazar The Legal Aid Society 

Andra Brumberg Legal Aid Society 

Andrea Natalie The Legal Aid Society 

Andrea Nieves New York County Defender Services 
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Andrew L. Spence UAW 2325 Committee Member 

Andrew L. Spence RiseBoro 

Andrew Reisman Esq New York Legal Assistance Group 

Andrwe Multer The Bronx Defenders 

Anicka Gibbs 177 Livingston Street 

Ann Mathews The Bronx Defenders 

Anna Melendez-Franco The Legal Aid Society (Brooklyn) 

Anna Meléndez-Franco The Legal Aid Society (Brooklyn) 

Anna Ruiz LAS 

Anna Wettstein Legal Aid Society 

Annalise Minello Brooklyn Defender Services 

Anne Leonardo Bronx Defenders 

Anne Mathews Bronx Defenders 

Annette Lee The Bronx Defenders 

Annie Rozzo The Legal Aid Society, Bronx 

Anthony Posada The Legal Aid Society 

Antonia House TakeRoot Justice 

Anusha Ravi BDS 

April Winecke Legal Aid Society of Suffolk County 

Arielle Reid The Legal Aid Society 

Ashley Agosto The Bronx Defenders Family Defense Practice 

Ashley Johnson Center For Family Representation 

Atusa Mozaffari The Legal Aid Society 

Aubree ` Aguinaga the Bronx defenders 
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August Rosenthal Legal Aid Society - JRP 

Ava Cilia Brooklyn Defender Services 

Avik Ganguly Wayne County Public Defender's Office 

Aviva Galpert The Legal Aid Society NYC 

Aviva Galpert The Legal Aid Society 

Bahar Ansari Brooklyn 

Bailey Thomas CAMBA Legal Services 

Basima Hafiz New York County Defender Services 

Ben Healy LAS CDP Brooklyn 

Benjamin Mejia Legal Aid Society 

Benjamin Toruno New York Legal Assistance Group 

Benjamin Williams Legal Aid-Bronx CDP 

Beth Hofmeister 49 Thomas 

Beverly Vu The Legal Aid Society 

Brad Foster The Legal Aid Society 

Braedan M. Gillman The Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Breanne Chappell 
The Legal Aid Society, Bronx Neighborhood Office, Tenant 
Defense 

Brian Parcon Legal Aid Society 

Briana Delaney BDS 

Brittany Ashton LAS 

Brittany Colton Bronx Defenders 

Brittney Curtis Brooklyn CDP 

Brooke Meehan The Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Bryan Fotino CMS 
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Caitlin Miller Manhattan CDP 

Caitlin Miller The Legal Aid Society, Manhattan CDP 

Caitriona Fox CAMBA Legal Services 

Caitríona Fox CAMBA Legal Services 

Cali Anne Valenti Ontario County Public Defender's Office 

Calypso Taylor Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Cameron Molyneaux New York Legal Assistance Group 

Candice W. The Legal Aid Society 

Carl Tropnas Kew Gardens Legal Aid Society 

Carl Tropnas The Legal Aid Social Criminal Defense Practice 

Carlos O. Hernández NDS of Harlem 

Carlos Ortiz CMS 

Caroline Lowry The Legal Aid Society 

Caroline Shea Queens Defenders 

Carrie Bleakley Ontario County Office of the Conflict Defender 

Casey Dalporto New York County Defender Services 

Cassandra Kelly The legal aid society 

Cat La The Legal Aid Society, Criminal Appeals Bureau 

Catherine Bedoya Queens Defenders 

Cecilia Meyer Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Celia Givens Legal Aid Society 

Chandler Hart-McGonigle The Legal Aid Society 

Charles McCracken Legal Aid Society 

Charles McCracken Legal Aid Society, Queens Neighborhood Office 



 8 

Charlotte Thomas Children's Law Center 

Cheryl Walker TakeRoot Justice 

Chris Imperioli The Children's Law Center 

Christina Corcoran Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Christina Paliogiannis LAS SI CDP 

Christine Bella CAB 

Christine mckeithan Queens 

Christopher Junior The Bronx Defenders 

Christopher Schuyler New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Christos Papaiacovou New York Legal Assistance Group 

Ciara Hockey The Legal Aid Society 

Claire Gavin The Legal Aid Society 

Claire Stottlemyer The Legal Aid Society 

Claudia J Arevalo Pierpoint 

Conor Bednarski CAMBA Legal Services 

Conor J. Hyatt CAMBA Legal Services Inc. 

Craig Fielding Queens Civil 

Cristina Dan The Bronx Defenders 

Cristine Oh Bronx Defenders 

Crystal B Baker-Burr The Bronx Defenders 

Cynthia Luz Rivera Manhattan JRP 

Dakota Stennett-Neris BxD 

Dallas Neely Brooklyn Defender Services 

Dana Leib Brooklyn Defender Services 
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Dane Fioravante Brooklyn Defender Services 

Dane Fioravante Brooklyn Defender Services 

Daniel Ashworth Retired from Bklyn CDP 

Daniel Curbelo Zeidman Bronx Defenders 

Daniel Hamburg Center for Appellate Litigation 

Danielle Altchiler The Bronx Defenders 

Danielle L Whiteman Brooklyn 

Danielle L. Haley Manhattan CDP 

Danielle L. Jackson NDS-Harlem 

Danielle Troumouliaris The Legal Aid Society 

Danielle Whiteman The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn CDP 

Daudi Justin Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Dave Singer The Legal Aid Society 

David Byrne Queens Defenders 

David Jimenez The Bronx Defenders 

Davis J. villano Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Dawn Yuster Bronx EAP JRP 

Deanna Resuta Legal Aid Society- Civil 

Deborah Rush the Legal Aid Society 

Demetra Frazier Manhattan JRP 

Demi Licona Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Dena Kesselman The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice 

Devon Milner NDS Detroit 

Diana Nevins 
The Legal Aid Society, Queens Criminal Defense Trial 
Practice 
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Diana Nevins Legal Aid Society, Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Diana Sidakis LAS Queens CDP 

Diane Akerman Legal Aid Society/ALAA 2325 

Diane Akerman LAS 

Diane Clarke Legal Aid Society of Nassau County 

Donna Haase LAS Criminal Defense Practice Queens County 

Dorothy Weldon NYCDS 

Eddie Garci The Bronx Defenders 

Elena H. Smith Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Elena Landriscina Legal Aid Society 

Eli Northrup The Bronx Defenders 

Eliza Colón Bronx defenders 

Elizabeth Bender NDS 

Elizabeth Grun Nassau County Legal Aid Society 

Ella Nalepka The Bronx Defenders 

Elli Marcus The Bronx Defenders 

Ellyn Kessler Legal Aid Society 

Ellyn Kessler Legal Aid Society BNO Civil Family/DV 

Elma Zapata Neigborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Elysia Fedorczyk LAS Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Elyssa Williams The Bronx Defenders 

Emily Davis Brooklyn Criminal Defense Practice 

Emily Friedman Bronx Defenders 

Emily Van Dyne Brooklyn Defender Services 
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Emma Hochfelder Appellate Advocates 

Emma Mendelson Legal Aid Society Queens 

Emma Rosenberg The Legal Aid Society 

Emma S. Ketteringham The Bronx Defenders 

Emma Schindler Brooklyn Defender Services 

Emmett Gienapp Bronx Housing 

Eric Hassell New York Legal Assistance Group 

Eric M. Burse New York County Defender Services 

Ernst Theodore Tenemille Center for Family Representation 

Ethan Chiel The Legal Aid Society - Brooklyn Neighborhood Office 

Eugene Toussaint Queens LAS Criminal 

Eulalia Sullivan Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Eva Stevenson Legal Aid Society Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Evan Henley Civil Law Reform Unit, The Legal Aid Society 

Evan Maxwell Rock The Legal Aid Society Manhattan Criminal Defense Practice 

F. Anne Meixell Legal Aid Society Brooklyn Neighborhood Office 

Fatima Faloye, Staff Attorney Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Felicia Leak Queens CDP 

Filomena Stabile The Legal Aid Society-Bronx CDP 

Finda Gbollie Queens CDP 

Frances Weil Center for Appellate Litigation 

gabriela maria brooklyn defender services 

Gabriela Mejias New York County Defender Services 

Gerald Koch The Legal Aid Society, Queens Criminal Defense Practice 



 12 

Gerald Koch The Legal Aid Society, Criminal Defense Practice 

Gina Papera-Ewing The Bronx Defenders 

Ginette M. Malpartida, Esq. Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Glenn Berry CAMBA Legal Services 

Graham Ball The Legal Aid Society 

Greg D. Lubow, Esq. Greg D. Lubow, Esq. 

Gregory Chang Legal Aid Society 

Gregory Herrera The Bronx Defenders 

Grover Franis Legal Aid Society 

Gustavo Gutierrez Queens Defenders 

Gustavo Gutierrez Queens Defenders 

Haley Farrell The Legal Aid Society 

Haley Smith Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Hana Center for Family Representation 

Hannah Brem CAMBA Legal Services - Staten Island 

Hannah Kaplan Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice, Manhattan 

Hannah Lieberman Bronx Defenders 

Hannah Rosner Brooklyn Defender Services 

Hans Romo New York Legal Assistance Group 

Heidi Bota CAB 

Heidi Bramson The Legal Aid Society 

Helen Martinez Manhattan 

Ian Spiridigliozzii Public interest law firm 

Ignacia Lolas Ojeda The Bronx Defenders 
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Ilan Norwood Harlem Community Law Office, Legal Aid Society 

Isabel Patkowski LAS CAB 

Isabelle Kirshner Clayman Rosenberg Kirshner & Linder, LLC 

Isadora Ruyter-Harcourt NYCDS 

Ivan Gonzalez NYLAG 

Ivan Marchena The Bronx Defenders 

Izel Fortunato The Legal Aid Society 

J. David Pollock The Legal Aid Society 

J.R. Santana Carter Allegany County Public Defender's Office 

Jack Brewer Legal Aid Society 

Jacob Goldstein The Legal Aid Society 

Jacqueline Aguilar CMS 

Jacqueline Ahearn The Legal Aid Society 

Jacqueline Braslow Bronx Defenders 

Jacqueline Dombroff 
Legal Aid Society Criminal Defense Practice, New York 
County 

Jadera Ramirez-Garcia ILU Thomas Street 

Jaime Badia The Bronx Defenders 

James M. McGahan St. Lawrence County Public Defenders office 

Jane Brennan NYLAG 

Jane Fox The Legal Aid Society 

Jane White Legal Aid Society - Criminal Appeals Bureau 

Jane White Legal Aid Society - Appeals 

Japel Filiaci CDP trial bureau in the Bronx 

Japheth Baker PRDU 
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Jared Hirsch Legal Aid Society 

Jasper Melnick Harlem Community Law Office 

Jay Hedges Queens Neighborhood Office, Civil Practice 

Jeffrey Tyler Nassau County Legal Aid Society 

Jenay Nursr Guilford The Center for Appellate Litigation 

Jenna Hymowitz Appellate Advocates 

Jennifer Akchin TakeRoot Justice 

Jennifer Betancourt The Legal Aid Society 

Jennifer Hose Law Reform Unit 

Jennifer J. Kehoe Ontario County Public Defender Office 

Jennifer J. Pacheco NYLAG 

Jennifer Liles Legal Aid Society - CDP Queens 

Jennifer N Levy Legal Aid Society 

Jennifer Seidman The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn Neighborhood Office 

Jennifer Van Ort New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

Jeremy Bunyaner, Esq. CAMBA Legal Services 

Jeremy Montano Center for Family Representation 

Jeremy Tinsley Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Jess Ducey TakeRoot Justice 

Jesse McGleughlin Bronx Defenders 

Jessica Bettencourt Legal Aid 

Jessica Linda Legal Aid Society Bronx JRP 

Jessica Lynne Bronx Defenders 

Jessica Swensen The Bronx Defenders 
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Jessie Miller Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Joanna Laine The Legal Aid Society 

Joanne Choi The Bronx Defenders 

Joanne L. Best Orleans County Public Defenders Office 

Jody Ratner The Legal Aid Society 

Joel Ernst The Legal Aid Society 

Joelle Ryu CDP Brooklyn 

John DeBellis The Legal Aid Society 

John Francis Catholic Migration Services 

John S. Williams Brooklyn CDP 

John S. Williams Brooklyn CDP 

John Vang The Legal Aid Society 

Joie Ng ALAA 2325 

Jorge Guerreiro NDS Harlem 

Jorge Guerreiro NDS Harlem 

Jorge Santos Homicide Defense task force 

Jose Cotto CDP/49 Thomas Street 

Joshua Banayan Investigators 

Joshua Carrin The Legal Aid Society 

Joshua White New York County Defender Services 

Joy Lin 37 61 84th St Jackson Heights 

Juan Rivera NYLAG 

Julia Patz The Legal Aid Society 

Julia Patz The Legal Aid Society - NYC 
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Julie Cianca Monroe County Public Defender's Office 

Julie Krumwiede Legal Aid Society 

Julie Zhu Legal Aid Society 

Justin L. Schifano Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Kaitlyn Hartmann Bronx Defenders 

Kalle Condliffe The Legal Aid Society 

Karene Brown ILU-NYIFUP 

Karina Tefft The Legal Aid Society, Special Litigation Unit 

Katarina Schweitz Criminal Defense Practice Queens 

Kate Kobriger The Bronx Defenders 

Kate Sullivan The Legal Aid Society 

Katharine Kuhl The Legal Aid Society, Bronx Criminal Defense Practice 

Katherine Azcona The Bronx Defenders 

Katherine Buckel The Legal Aid Society 

Katherine Clad Legal Aid Society 

Kathleen Giunta The Legal Aid Society, Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Kathrina Gafycz The Legal Aid Society 

Kathrina Gafycz Legal Aid Society 

Katie Anderson NYLAG 

Katie DiPiero The Bronx Defenders 

Katie Doman Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Keiana A. James Bronx Defenders 

Kelechi Alfred-Igbokwe Brooklyn CDP 

Keri Pflieger Prisoner's Legal Services of NY 
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Keriann Pauls TakeRoot Justice 

Kevin M. Stadelmaier, Esq. NYSACDL, Inc. 

Kimberly Schertz The Legal Aid Society - Juvenile Rights Practice 

Kip Bastedo The Legal Aid Society 

Kirby EInhorn Queens Defenders 

Kristen Spulecki, Esq. Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Kristie Ranchurejee Queens trial 

Kristin Pezzuti SPP 

Kyla Wells Federal Defenders of New York 

Lakeish London TakeRoot Justice 

Lane Blessum, Esq. Legal Aid Society 

Laura Boyd Criminal Appeals Bureau 

Laura Diewald Children's Law Center 

Laura Diewald Children's Law Center 

Laura Eraso LAS - Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Laura Waters Legal Aid Society - Manhattan Criminal Defense Practice 

Laura Weiner Legal Aid Society 

Laurel Dick Brooklyn CDP 

Lauren Costa Legal Aid Society 

Lauren Nakamura The Legal Aid Society 

Lauren Springer Center for Appellate Litigation 

Lawrence Pierce The Bronx Defenders 

Leah Mack Prisoners' Legal Services of New York 

Leah Mack PLS 
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Leah Margulies, Esq. Camba Legal Services 

Leah Margulies, Esq. Camba Legal Services 

Leah N. Farwell, Esq. Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Lee Diaz ALAA – UAW 2325 

Leib Leaderman TLDEF 

Leslie Ann Caraballo The Legal Aid Society 

Lesly Linares Safe Passage Project 

Lester Helfman The Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn Neighborhood Office 

Liam Barber Brooklyn Defenders 

Liberty Aldrich The Children's Law Center 

Lillian Ringel The Legal Aid Society 

Lily O Mendoza The Legal Aid Society 

Lily Sawyer NYLAG 

Lindsay P. Quintilone, Esq. Livingston County Public Defender 

Lisa M. Howell, Esq. Center for Family Representation 

Lisa Pitts 
The Legal Aid Society, Criminal Defense Practice, Kings 
County 

Lisa R. Edwards Legal Aid Society Civil Practice 

Liza Batkin Criminal Appeals Bureau 

Lizaury Rodriguez Marine NYLAG 

Lizzie-Anne Beal Legal Aid Society - Criminal Defense Practice - Manhattan 

Luis Coig CDP-KGS 

Madeline Porta Appellate Advocates 

Madison Hays Legal Aid Society Brooklyn Neighborhood 

Magdalena Wasnieski Prisoners' Legal Services of New York 
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Maggie Taylor Bronx Criminal Deense Practice 

Malik Callender Queens CDP 

Malik Callender Queens Legal Aid Society Criminal Defense 

Marcia Egger The Legal Aid Society, Juvenile Rights Practice 

Marcia Egger 
The Legal Aid Society Juvenile Rights Practice Appeals 
Division 

Marco Balestri Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Marcus Hyde LAS CDP Bronx 

Maria E Betancourt Center for Family Representation 

Mariana Garcia Neighborhood Defender Service - Harlem 

Maribel Pinos Brooklyn Defenders 

Marie Mombrun Civil-Queens 

Mariel Stein The Legal Aid Society 

Marina Salguero Brooklyn Defender Services 

Marinda van Dalen New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Marion Elizabeth Campbell LAS SI CDP 

Marisa Caño-Carey The Bronx Defenders 

Marisol Cordero The Legal Aid Society 

Marissa Cohen Queens Defenders 

Mark Williams Laforest Brooklyn Defender Services 

Marnie Berk New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Martyna Kaznowski New York Legal Assistance Group 

Maryann Rosa The Bronx Defenders 

Matthew Jacobs The Legal Aid Society 

Matthew S. Bruno The Bronx Defenders 
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Maureen Belluscio New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Maya O'Day Neighborhood Defneder Services 

McGregor Smyth New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Megan McCoy Legal Aid Society, Bronx JRP 

Meghan Mendez Legal Aid Society 

Meghan Walsh Housing, Civil, Brooklyn 

Mehdi Essmidi The Law Offices of Mehdi Essmidi P.L.L.C. 

Melanie Robinson Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn Trial Office 

Melida Ramirez Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Melissa Ader The Legal Aid Society 

Melissa Paul- Franklyn Bronx Juvenile Rights Practice Trial Office 

meron tsegai bronx defenders 

Mia Unger The Legal Aid Society 

Michael Kang Queens Neighborhood Office 

Michael Letwin Retired LAS CDP-Brooklyn 

Michael Way Brooklyn Defender Services 

Michal Gross Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Michelle Fox Legal Aid Society Criminal Defense Practice 

Michelle McGrath Legal Aid Society NYC 

Michelle Rattoballi Brooklyn Juvenile Rights 

Mik Kinkead Legal Aid Society - LGBTQ+ Law & Policy Unit 

Mikila J Thompson 
The Legal Aid Society - Juvenile Rights Practice Queens 
Office 

Miles Dixon-Darling The Legal Aid Society 

Mimi Lei Legal Aid Society 
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Miranda Neyerlin Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo 

Misa Le Manhattan CDP 

Misael Cornelio Brooklyn Defender Services 

Mollie A. Dapolito Ontario County Public Defender's Office 

Molly M. Rugg NYLAG 

Molly M. Rugg NYLAG 

Monica Shah Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Monica Tulchinsky NYLAG 

Monique Maxwell The Bronx Defenders 

N. Scott Banks Legal Aid Society of Nassau County 

Nadia Morales NYLAG 

Naiyma Ferguson Juvenile Rights Practice-Queens 

Navruz Baum NYLAG 

Navruz Baum NYLAG 

Nayeon Kim Legal Aid Society 

Nereen Stewart Queens Criminal Defense Practice 

Nic Shugar NYLAG 

Nic Shugar NYLAG 

Nicholas Aquino Volunteers of Legal Service 

Nick Berghall BNO Housing 

Nicole Schill Brooklyn CDP 

Nicole Velazquez The Bronx Defenders 

Nikita Rahman Bronx Defenders 

Nikki Ramroop NYLAG 
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Nimo Ali Brooklyn Defender Services 

Niteka Raina Harlem Community Law Office 

Noel Milton Bronx - Civil 

Noel Milton LAS - Bronx (Civil) 

Nora Carroll The Legal Aid Society - Brooklyn CDP 

Nora Christiani The Bronx Defenders 

Nuala Naranjo-O'Doherty AAFE 

Olga Eleni Karounos The Legal Aid Society-Brooklyn Criminal Defense Practice 

Olga Eleni Karounos LAS-Brooklyn Criminal Defense Practice 

Olivia Faljean Queens JRP Legal Aid 

Olivia M. Faljean, Esq. Queens Legal Aid Society 

Olivia Scheck The Bronx Defenders 

Olivia Whelan, Esq. Queens Defenders 

Orayne Williams The Bronx Defenders 

Pablo Zevallos Tenant Defense, Harlem Community Law Office 

Parker Rose Wingate LAS Bronx CDP 

Patricia O'Neill The Bronx Defenders 

Patricia Pazner Appellate Advocates 

Patricia Williams Harlem 

Patrick Crisp CFR 

Patrick Crisp Center For Family Representation 

Patrick Neuman Coalition 

Paula Garcia-Salazar Legal Aid Society 

Paula Z. Segal TakeRoot Justice 
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Pauloma Martinez Queens CDP 

Peri Feldstein Legal Aid Society, Bronx Neighborhood Office 

Perri Fagin Legal Aid Society CDP 

Peter A. Barta Queens Defenders 

Peter Laumann Legal Aid Society 

Peter Laumann Las Aid Society 

Peter Laumann Legal Aid Society 

Queimyr Rodriguez The Bronx Defenders 

Quincy Auger 111 Livingston Street Brooklyn CDP 

Quiniva Smith Bronx Defenders 

Rabiya Ismail Brooklyn Defender Services 

Rachael Williamson-Becker NDS Detroit 

Rachael Williamson-Becker NDS Detroit 

Rachel Holtzman NYLAG (not signing on behalf of NYLAG) 

Rachel M. Patterson Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem 

Rachel Robinson Legal Aid Society 

Rakaia Keefe-Oates The Bronx Defenders 

Rakaia Keefe-Oates The Bronx Defenders 

Rashad Moore Center for Appellate Litigation 

Raymond Queliz Queens Defenders 

Rebecca B. Rosenfeld Staten Island CDP 

Rebecca Gannon The Legal Aid Society 

Rebecca I Heinsen Legal Aid Society Manhattan 

Rebecca Suldan Bronx Defenders 
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Rebekah Cook-Mack The Legal Aid Society, for affiliation purposes only 

Rebekah J. Pazmino Appellate Advocates 

Renate Lunn New York County Defender Services 

Rex Doty Brooklyn Defenders Services 

Rex Doty Brooklyn Defender Services 

Richard Blum LAS ELU 

Richard Henry Ontario County Public Defender's Office 

Richell Lisboa LAS NYC MAN CDP 

Riley Doyle Evans Legal Aid Society Prisoners' Rights Project 

Robert Beau Kellogg, Esq. Staten Island 

Robert Mogollon LAS Manhattan CDP 

Robert Solmssen Manhattan CDP 

Robin Gordon Leavitt The Legal Aid Society - Brooklyn Criminal Defense Practice 

Robin Karasyk LAS JRP Bk 

Robyn Mar The Bronx Defenders 

Royce Wilder Legal Aid Society Homicide Task Force 

Ruth Lowenkron New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Ryan Eustace Legal aid society 

Ryan MacDonald TakeRoot Justice 

S. Maquita Moody Staten Island CDp 

Sadaf Hasan Brooklyn Defender Services 

Sade Ade Bronx Defenders 

Sagine Joseph The Bronx Defenders 

Samantha catalanotto Bronx defenders 
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Samantha Diaz Legal Aid Society, Queens 

Samantha Espada The Bronx Defenders 

Samantha LePre The Legal Aid Society - Juvenile Rights Practice 

Samantha Lyons, Esq. Catholic Migration Services 

Samantha Lyons, Esq. Catholic Migration Services 

Samantha McEvoy The Legal Aid Society of Nassau County 

Samantha Reiser The Bronx Defenders 

Samantha Rudelich NDS Harlem 

Samuel A. Gauthier Brooklyn Legal Aid 

Samuel Alexander Gauthier Brooklyn 

Samuel Claflin The Legal Aid Society 

Samuel Kohn LAS Civil Bronx 

Samuel Steinbock-Pratt Office of the Appellate Defender 

Sarah Chaudhry LAS CDP-CAB 

Sarah DeVita ICSU 

Sarah Dhaouahira Queens Defenders 

Sarah Marie Young Brooklyn CDP 

Scott Turner Wayne County Public Defender 

Sebastian Perez Civil--HCLO 

Sebastian Perez Civil HCLO 

Selma Oprasic New York Legal Assistance Group 

Shane Ferro Legal Aid Society NYC (Queens) 

Sharila Stewart The Legal Aid Society 

Sharon Lu Legal Aid Society, Brooklyn CDP 



 26 

Sharona Levitt Queens Civil 

Sherry Ashkins The Legal Aid Society 

Shirley Luong The Legal Aid Society 

Shona Hemmady The Legal Aid Society 

Simone Berman-Rossi CDP Brooklyn 

Soo Chung TakeRoot Justice 

Sophia Gurulé The Bronx Defenders 

Sophia Gurulé The Bronx Defenders 

Sophie Dalsimer New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Sophie Gebreselassie The Legal Aid Society 

Sophie Gebreselassie The Legal Aid Society 

Soula Platis Legal Aid Society 

Spencer Luchs The Legal Aid Society - Tenant Defense (Queens) 

Stacey Kennard The Bronx Defenders 

Star Fernandez-Marin The Bronx Defenders 

Stella Park Legal Services NYC 

Stephanie A. Lowry Legal Aid Society 

Stephanie Christine Del Toro Legal Aid Society- Queens Housing 

Stephanie Pope LAS-NYC (SI CDP) 

Stephanie Ramdhari Queens Neighborhood Office - The Legal Aid Society 

Stephanie Salomon The Legal Aid Society 

Steven Epstein Barket Epstein Kearon Aldea & LoTurco, LLP 

Steven T. Hasty The Bronx Defenders 

Suah Kim Appellate Advocates 
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Sungso Lee The Legal Aid Society 

Susan Bryant New York State Defenders Association 

Susan Mintz Wayne County Public Defender's Office 

Sylvia Lara Altreuter The Legal Aid Society 

Tasha N. Ricks The Legal Aid Society -Brooklyn CDP 

Theresa B. Moser The Legal Aid Society 

Thomas Eddy Law Office 

Thomas M. Montella Queens Defenders 

Thomas Palumbo Legal Aid Society 

Timothy JP Bennett Bronx 

Timothy Oriani Legal Aid Society, Bronx Neighborhood Office 

Tina Luongo The Legal Aid Society, Criminal Defense Practice 

Tomas Montella Queens Defenders 

Tracy Hoskinson Queens Defenders 

Tracy McNeil The Legal Aid Society 

Tricia DeFilipps The Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. 

Twyla Carter The Legal Aid Society NYC 

Wanda DeOliveira DeOliveira Law 

Wendy Escobar NYLAG 

Weronika Bzura BXD 

Whitney Braunstein The Bronx Defenders 

William A. Lesman The Legal Aid Society 

Willliam Juhn New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 

Wilson Baer Manhattan CDP 
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Wilson Melbostad Brooklyn Defender Services 

Wilton Thomas Brooklyn Defender Services (BDS) 

Xhesi Hysi Legal Aid Society (CAB) 

Yaqarra Greene PRDU 

Ying-Ying Ma Legal Aid Society 

Yoedys Guerrero The Legal Aid Society 

Zachory Nowosadzki Appellate Advocates 

Zoe Allen Legal Aid Society, JRP Appeals Unit 

Zoe Russell The Bronx Defenders 

Zoie Mair Staten Island CDP 

Zsa'Queria Martin The Bronx Defenders 
 


