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Questions: 
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 How do your teachers demonstrate the rigor of the 
standards-based assignments? 

 How do your teachers demonstrate that their 
students are achieving proficiency on these 
standards-based assignments? 

 How do your students know that they are reaching 
proficiency on a standard? 

 How do students judge their own work? 

 How do you communicate to visitors the level of 
rigor in your classrooms? 
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Answer: 
•  By using a Standards-Based Bulletin 

Board. 

•  A Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
provides the vehicle to communicate 
rigorous standards-based instruction and 
achievement to all stakeholders—
students, teachers, administrators, 
parents, board members, LAUSD, and 
other visitors. 
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What is a  
Standards-Based Bulletin Board? 

• A Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
is a format for demonstrating the 
rigorous standards-based 
assignments that students 
produce as they work towards 
proficiency. 
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Visual of a  
Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
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Sample Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
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Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
Samples 
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Standards-Based Bulletin Board 
Samples 
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What are the components of a  
Standards-Based Bulletin Board? 

There are several components to a 
Standards-Based Bulletin Board. 
1.  Title of Standards-Based Unit or Essential 

Question (EQ) 
2.  Standard(s) Addressed 
3.  Assignment 
4.  Criteria Chart and/or Rubric 
5.  Student work with teacher commentary 
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How to Prepare a  
Standards-Based Bulletin Board 

1. Title of the Standards-Based Unit or 
Essential Question (EQ) should head 
the Bulletin Board. 

2. The Standards addressed in the unit 
should be posted. 

3. The Assignment with all the 
requirements should be posted. 
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How to Prepare a  
Standards-Based Bulletin Board 

4.  The Criteria Chart and/or Rubric for the 
unit/assignment should be posted 
because it delineates the requirements 
for achieving mastery of the standards 
addressed. 

5.  Post student work with teacher 
commentary that reflects the rubric and 
the assessment.  
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Essential Question Examples 
•  How do publishing houses make decisions about 

submitted manuscripts? (8th grade) 
•  How does an organism's structure enable it to 

survive in its environment? (science) 

•  What does our past 25 years say our next 25 
years will be like? (history) 

•  How can statistics lie? (math) 

•  How is intelligence measured? (11th grade) 

•  Can you really change someone else? (12th grade) 
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CA Content Standards 

•  Standard(s) is posted in language the student 
can understand so it can be explained by 
students 

•  EQ/theme is connected to the standard 
•  Guides the lesson/unit 
•  Student understands where he/she is in 

relationship to the standard 
•  Teacher continually connects learning to the 

standard  
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Teacher Commentary 

•  Why should commentary reflect the 
rubric? 
– Comments like “good job” are great for the 

ego, but do little to help a student improve or 
know what they did well so that they could do 
it again   

– Commentary rooted in the rubric helps 
students know concretely what criterion they 
met and those that they need to improve 
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Teacher Commentary 
•  Feedback to students that tells the student what s/he did 

well 
•  Feedback to students that tells the student how to 

improve 
•  Opens communication between teacher and student 
•  Provides opportunities to: 

–  Correct knowledge gaps or skills deficits 
–  Provide specific and helpful information for 

improvement 
–  Encourage the student to keep trying 
–  To revise and resubmit 
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Teacher Commentary 

•   Usually includes: 
– A positive statement about the student work 

and the student’s progress toward meeting the 
standard(s) 

– An identified area for improvement 
– Specific information on how to “grow” toward 

meeting the standard. 
– Opportunities for the student to revise and 

resubmit the work 
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Teacher Commentary 

•  Example: 
     “Maria, You did a great job on drawing the 

right triangle, labeling the hypotenuse, and 
remembering the Pythagorean theorem.  
However, the answer was incorrect because 
you forgot to correctly complete the formula. 
Remember that to‘square a number’ you 
multiple the number by itself, not by 2." 
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Standards-Based Bulletin Boards 

•  Tips: 
– Update frequently so it is an instructional tool 
– Are used by student and teacher throughout 

the unit  
•  Often this helps the student improve work and 

resubmit 
– At the beginning of the school year, the 

student work will not yet be proficient, but it 
will still be rigorous 
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Presentation is Everything! 
Sample Reflective Questions 
Checklist for Teachers: 
 Does my bulletin board have an EQ/Title that 

brings all the pieces together?  
 Is my board appealing?  
 Is my most important point displayed at eye 

level? 
 Is my bulletin board easy to read and follow 

from left to right?  
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Presentation is Everything! 
Sample Reflective Questions 
Checklist for Teachers: 
 Does all my work on SBBB in class and hallways 

look fresh and display current work?  
 Is my commentary easy to read? Are there any 

spelling or grammar mistakes on my board?  
 Do my bulletin board borders/background look 

new?  
 Do my borders coordinate well with the theme or 

color of my board?  
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